
Kim Jong Un’s Speech on Kim Il Sung Centennial 
[This is an English translation of the speech delivered by Kim Jong Un on April 15th, 2012, at Kim 

Il Sung Square in Pyongyang. It is an unofficial translation, courtesy of northkoreatech.org.] 

Heroic officers of the army, the navy, the air force and the strategic rocket unit of the Korean 

People’s Army (KPA), and officers of the Korean People’s Internal Security Forces; members of the 

Worker-Peasant Red Guards and the Young Red Guards; working people of the entire country 

and citizens of Pyongyang; the people in the South and overseas compatriots; comrades and 

friends, 

Today, we proceed with a grand military parade to celebrate the 100th birth anniversary of great 

leader Comrade Kim Il Sung, while embracing the greatest national pride and self-esteem. 

Today’s military parade, which is unprecedented in the history of the founding of the army, is a 

grand festival of the winner that has been prepared based on great Comrade Kim Jong Il’s noble 

intention and direct suggestion to forever glorify Comrade Kim Il Sung’s immortal achievement of 

building the military and let the whole world know about the splendor of the socialist powerful 

state. 

On this meaningful occasion, I express the noblest respect and the greatest honor to great 

Comrade Kim Il Sung, who is the founder and the builder of the revolutionary armed forces and 

the banner of ever-victoriousness, and to Comrade Kim Jong Il, with the heart of endless 

admiration by all of the officers of the people’s army and the people. 

And I express my respect to the anti-Japanese revolutionary patriotic martyrs and the people’s 

army patriotic martyrs, who sacrificed their invaluable lives for the fatherland’s independence and 

the people’s liberation. 

I passionately congratulate the officers of our people’s army and the officers of the People’s 

Internal Security Forces, members of the Worker-Peasant Red Guards and the Young Red Guards, 

and all the people, who glorified this year’s meaningful holidays with strengthened fighting power 

and proud achievements of the revolutionary great upswing by displaying matchless heroism and 

dedication at every sentry post on the 1,000-ri defense line and every battle field of building a 

powerful state in the fatherland. 

Moreover, I convey warm greetings to compatriots in the South and overseas compatriots, who 

are dedicating everything to the patriotic cause of the reunification, wealth, power, and prosperity 

of the fatherland. I express gratitude to foreign friends, who are extending their positive support 

to the just cause of our people. 

Comrades, the great 100-year history of the Kim Il Sung nation is a history that proves the iron 

truth that dignity and great prosperity of a country and nation exist only when an excellent leader 

is served. 

While prided itself on a 5,000-year-old long history and brilliant culture, because it was not under 

correct leadership and lacked the power to defend itself, the very appearance of our nation a 



century ago was a small and weak, pitiful colonial nation that had to endure flunkeyism and 

national ruin as its fate. 

However, the 100-year history of the Kim Il Sung nation put a permanent end to the stormy 

history of suffering, and lifted the dignity of our country and people to the highest state in the 

history of the nation. 

Then or now, there is no change in the geopolitical position of the nation, but the small and weak 

nation of yesterday – which had been mercilessly trampled upon at each festival scene of the 

powers – has today changed into a dignified political and military power and our people are 

displaying dignity as independent people who can never be toyed with by anybody. 

This phenomenal event that has taken place in the destiny of our nation is no accident brought 

about by time, but an inevitable history brought about by great Comrade Kim Il Sung and 

Comrade Kim Jong Il, who are the pioneers and leaders of the military-first revolution. 

It was for serving the extraordinary great men — w ho built the most elite revolutionary strong 

army while putting forward of attaching importance to the gun barrel as the basis of revolution — 

that a fundamental turnabout was brought about in the destiny of our fatherland and people, and 

that today’s grand festival site displaying the national power of military-first Korea have also been 

staged magnificently. 

Great Comrade Kim Il Sung early on elucidated the philosophical principle that the gun barrel is 

the life of the nation and also victory of the revolution, and founded the Korean People’s 

Revolutionary Army — which is the first revolutionary armed forces of chuch’e-style — with 

brilliant sons and daughters of the people in the forest of Paektu, 80 years ago from now. With 

the founding of the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army, our people came to have a true army of 

their own for the first time in history, and the honorable history of the Korean Revolution which 

advances through the might of the gun barrel started from this. 

Comrade Kim Il Sung — who paid foremost attention to strengthening the revolutionary armed 

forces throughout the entire period of the long revolutionary activities — performed the military 

miracle of the 20th century of defeating the two most outrageous imperialisms in one generation, 

and prepared a powerful military guarantee for sovereignty of the country and prosperity of the 

nation for all ages by raising the people’s army into a revolutionary strong army of one-a-match-

for-a hundred, and arming all the people and fortifying the whole land. Great Comrade Kim Jong 

Il — who put forward inheriting and completing the military-first revolutionary cause of chuch’e 

pioneered by Comrade Kim Il Sung as his lifelong mission — opened the highest stage of the 

development of our revolutionary armed forces with his extraordinary sagacity, outstanding art of 

command, and matchless pluck. During the period of the gravest ordeal for our revolution, 

Comrade Kim Jong Il strengthened! and developed the people’s army into the most elite combat 

ranks, led to constant victories, the unprecedented battles to protect socialism, and achieved the 

great historic feats of enhancing our country to the status of a world-class militarily powerful state 

through the ever-victorious military-first politics. 

Under the care of great Comrade Kim Il Sung and Comrade Kim Jong Il, our revolutionary armed 

forces have displayed in full, the majestic appearance as the revolutionary strong army with clear 



revolutionary character and infinitely strong military temperament and might. On the path of 

proud struggles on which our revolutionary armed forces have walked were grand construction 

battles to consolidate an everlasting foundation for the prosperous and powerful fatherland as 

well as grave life-and-death decisive battles against powerful imperialists. In those days, our 

revolutionary armed forces were infinitely loyal to their foremost mission as the true army of the 

leader and true army of the party and brilliantly answered the expectations of the fatherland and 

the people. The noble spirit of death-defying defense of the leader — which was created by anti-

Japanese guerrillas — has served as the absolute motto and fundamental source of spiritual 

strength and combat s! trength of our army, and has become a noble tradition that has been 

passed on from generation to generation. Holding aloft the banner of death-defying defense of 

the leader before everything else and resolutely defending the lifeline of the chuch’e revolution at 

the forefront in days of honor and in days of ordeal as well is the greatest exploit of all the 

exploits that our people’s army has made before the revolution. 

The history of our army — which started from two pistols and has grown into the matchless 

powerful army that makes the imperialist aggressors shiver — is unprecedented in the world’s 

history of military development. During the long period from its founding until today, ou r 

people’s army has come to have the almighty chuch’e-based art of war and the experience of 

winning constant victories in the process of waging guerilla warfare and regular warfare and 

confrontational wars without the sounds of gunshots and the roars of cannons, and grown into an 

infinitely powerful strong army fully equipped with means of attack and means of defense of our 

style with which it is fully capable of responding to any modern warfare. Military technological 

supremacy is not a monopoly of imperialists any more, and the time has gone forever when the 

enemies threatened and intimidated us with atomic bombs. Today’s solemn military 

demonstration will clearly confirm this. 

Our people’s army has left clear traces also in the construction of a prosperous and powerful 

fatherland, not only as a defender of the fatherland, but also as a creator of the people’s 

happiness since it engraved the word people in its name. The invaluable blood and sweat of our 

people’s army officers and men have penetrated into the monumental creations that have risen 

up at every nook and corner of the fatherland and the numerous socialist assets that contribute to 

the people’s living standards. The revolutionary strong army of Mt Paektu — which has high pride 

and displays the majestic invincible, ever-victorious appearance as the army of the leader, the 

party, and the people — is truly the greatest patriotic legacy left by the great generalissimos, and 

it is the great luck and pride of our party and people to have inherited such a noble legacy. 

Because the history of hundred victories that the heroic KPA has been engraving exists, the 

glorious 100-year history of chuch’e Korea exists and the ten million year-history of the Kim Il 

Sung nation and Kim Jong Il Korea is firmly guaranteed. 

The sacred revolutionary chronicles and immortal achievements of great Comrade Kim Il Sung 

and Comrade Kim Jong Il — who, while making their way through the thorny new road of the 

military-first revolution, opened up a new era of national independence and prepared a strong 

foundation that guarantees the great prosperity of the country and the happiness of all the 

generations to come — will shine forever in the history of the fatherland. 



Comrades, today we are standing at the watershed of history, when a new chuch’e century begins. 

More than any other time, this is precisely a responsible and important period when we who have 

learned the revolution under the care of Comrade Kim Jong Il must set out resolutely to make 

strenuous efforts. 

At the historic fourth Party Representatives Conference and the fifth session of the 12th Supreme 

People’s Assembly that took place a few days ago, great Comrade Kim Jong Il was held in high 

esteem as the eternal leader of our revolution, as the eternal general secretary of the Workers 

Party of Korea, and as the eternal chairman of the National Defense Commission of our Republic. 

This is an indication of the steadfast will of our party, army, and people to inherit and complete to 

the end the chuch’e revolutionary cause, which was pioneered at Paektu, without an inch of 

deflection or a step of concession, only in the style of our leader and general, under the uplifted 

banner of the great Kimilsungism and Kimjongilism. 

The farsighted strategy of our revolution and ultimate victory lie here in directly proceeding along 

the path of independence, the path of military-first, and the path of socialism unfolded by the 

great Comrade Kim Il Sung and Comrade Kim Jong Il. 

In order for us to eternally glorify the dignity of military-first Korea and successfully accomplish 

the cause of building a powerful socialist state, first, second, and third, we must strengthen the 

people’s army in every way. The people’s army must in the future as well, become a reliable 

reconnaissance party of the military-first revolution, an unyielding point of support that 

steadfastly guarantees the cause of the party with the gun barrel, while plowing through snowy 

paths at the forefront, following the guidance of the party. 

Things that cannot change even with the passing of time and the overturning of tens of hundreds 

of generations are the revolutionary characteristics of our people’s army, who took after our 

leader and general, and the struggle method of the Mt Paektu revolutionary strong army, which is 

advancing forward holding high the red flag of the WPK as the first battle flag. 

In line with the demands of the development of reality, should further intensify the movement to 

win the title of the O Chung-hu’p Seventh Regiment, and turn the entire army into today’s version 

of the seventh Regiment, that is completely filled with the anti-Japanese guns-and-bombs spirit. 

The people’s army should become an ideological purity and organizational integral whole, which 

join its ideas, breaths, and footsteps with the party, by thoroughly embodying the chuch’e-

oriented military idea and line of our party in the military’s political work and by more firmly 

establishing the revolutionary leadership system. 

By more fiercely raising the hot wind of Paektu training in the entire army, we should strongly 

prepare all people’s army officers and men as full-blooded fighters who have mastered the ever-

victorious strategies and tactics of Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il, transformative attack methods, 

and thorough practical capabilities, and we should further equip ourselves with regularized 

aspects of the most elite revolutionary strong army, who are gallant within and without, with 

strong discipline. 



The invincible unity of the entire army strongly united around the party as one comrade-in-arms 

and the millions of soldiers and people forming a harmonious whole is the true might of our 

people’s army, and here lies the basic key to the reinforcement of military power. 

Holding high the slogan Let the entire army become true comrades-in-arms, the people’s army 

should make the traditional virtue of the unity between officers and men flower more brilliantly, 

and the entire army should become a comrades-in-arms unit which shares blood and life on the 

single path of the military-first revolution. 

Commanders and soldiers are all equally valuable comrades-in-arms of the supreme commander. 

What we trust is not rockets or any other modern arms and equipment, but our loving soldiers. 

Commanders exist for the soldiers, and the supreme commander also exists for the soldiers. 

All commanders should adopt as their inveterate traits, heartily taking care of the soldiers with the 

feelings of an elder brother, elder sister, or true comrade-in-arms, and running again and again 

for the soldiers until their shoes wear out. 

Army-people unity is the root of our society and the greatest foundation of the military-first 

revolution. The people’s army must take the lead and be a forerunner all the time also in 

consolidating great unity between the army and the people as firm as a rock, succeeding to the 

tradition of the anti-Japanese partisans. 

Our people’s army must continue to advance, upholding the slogan, let us help the people, 

presented by the great general. The officers and men of the people’s army must fulfill their duty 

as the army of the people by doing more good deeds for the people, as if they were caring for 

their own parents and brothers and as if managing their own home gardens. 

It is our party’s resolute determination to let our people who are the best in the world — our 

people who have overcome all obstacles and ordeals to uphold the party faithfully — not tighten 

their belts again and enjoy the wealth and prosperity of socialism as much as they like. 

We must well grow the valuable seeds, which the great Comrade Kim Jong Il sowed to build an 

economically powerful state and improve the people’s liveli hood, and lead them to bloom as a 

glorious reality. 

The addition of the industrial revolution of the new century to single-hearted unity and invincible 

military power makes none other than a powerful socialist state. We will have to embark on the 

comprehensive construction of an economically powerful state by kindling more fiercely, the 

flames of the industrial revolution of the new century and the flames of South Hamgyong 

Province. 

The officers and men of the people’s army must make a breakthrough in the march of great 

upswing, continuously demonstrating the might of the revolutionary strong army, which knows 

no impossibility, at every major battle area for the construction of an economically powerful state 

and the improvement of the people’s livelihood. 

All the functionaries, party members, and working people must follow the struggle trait and 

creative characteristics of the people’s army, which finishes at a breath what it decides to 



undertake, and fiercely stir up the hot wind of great innovations and great leap that survive the 

ages at all the fronts of socialist construction. 

For our party and the Republic’s government that consider powerful state construction and 

people’s livelihood improvement to be their general goal, peace cannot be more valuable. 

However, for us, the nation’s dignity and the country’s sovereignty are more valuable. 

To safeguard the dignity and sovereignty of our Republic like an iron wall and defend true peace 

and the country’s security, all the officers and men of the people’s army must firmly guarantee 

with the gun barrel, our party’s cause of building a powerful state at a full combat mobilization 

posture without losing their revolutionary true character any time. 

It is truly heartbreaking that our brethren are suffering the agony of division for nearly 70 years 

after living for a long time as a single nation in the same land. Our party and the Republic’s 

government will go hand in hand with anyone who truly desires the country’s reunification and 

the nation’s peaceful prosperity and will make responsible and patient efforts to accomplish the 

historic cause of the fatherland’s reunification. 

Comrades. Our cause is just and the might of Korea that is united with truth is infinite. We will 

surely win as the great Comrade Kim Il Sung and Comrade Kim Jong Il, who are eternally living in 

the hearts of all the officers and men of the people’s army and all the people of the country, are 

blessing our bright future; as we have the matchless Mt Paektu revolutionary strong army and the 

invincible great unity between the army and the people; and as long as there are the faithful 

people who uphold the cause of the party with conscience and loyalty . 

I will be a comrade-in-arms who always shares life and death and destiny with comrades on the 

road of the sacred military-first revolution and will fulfill my responsibility for the fatherland and 

revolution by upholding Comrade Kim Jong Il’s behest. 

Let us all unite firmly and fight powerfully with one mind and with one accord, as befitting the 

descendents of the great leader and as befitting the warriors and disciples of the great general. 

The sun flag of the great Comrade Kim Il Sung and Comrade Kim Jong Il will forever flutter in the 

van of our revolutionary ranks that display only victory and honor and will always encourage and 

drive us toward a new victory. 

Move forward toward the final victory. 

 


